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not over five or six. One of these was a warehouse above
the depot, in which or under which were a number of
shells. From this building a block of business houses took
fire and the destruction went beyond the limits intended.
The old Trout House was burned by some of the men, who
had some reason for burning it, I ordered the round house
burned. I wanted to destroy the railroad so that it could
not be used, I then wanted to destroy the public buildings,
so that Atlanta could not be used as a depot of supplies. I
ordered, as I say, four or five houses set on fire, but as far
as burning the city in the sense of wanton destruction, I
never thought of such a thing. I shirked no responsibility
that war imposed, but I never went beyond my duty."

His kindly feeling toward the city and people with whom
he once dealt so sternly was well shown in a letter which
he wrote in 1879 to Captain E. P. Howell, of the Atlanta
Constitution.

" My opportunities for studying the physical features of
Georgia," he said, "have been large. In 1843-4 I went
from Augusta to Marietta in a stage (when Atlanta had no
existence);, thence to Bellefonte, Alabama, on horseback,
returning afterwards, all the way on horseback, to Augusta
by a different road; again, in 1864,1 conducted, as all the
world knows, a vast army from Chattanooga to Atlanta and
Savannah, and just now have passed over the same district
in*railway cars. Considering the history of this period of
time (3 5 years), the development of the country has been
great, but not comparable with California, Iowa, Wisconsin,
or Kansas, in all which States I have had similar chances
for observation. The reason why Georgia has not kept
pace with the StatesJ have named is beyond question that
emigration would not go where slavery .existed. Now
that this cause is removed there is no longer any reasonnal than any other speaker,emy, counties, a flourishing little town
